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During the interdisciplinary seminar held from the 13th to the 18th, we attended lectures
that discussed Vienna from various perspectives and actually visited some museums. Since
the lectures were comprehensive and detailed, I was able to deepen my understanding of
what I learned while experiencing the flow of Vienna's history. I particularly enjoyed the
lectures on music and art because of my interest in the arts. As for art, I was deeply
impressed and moved by the paintings by Klimt and Schiele because we actually saw the real
paintings at the museum the day after the lectures about them.

As for my language skills, by attending all lectures and guided tours in English, I not only
improved my listening skills, but I also became accustomed to understanding what I heard in
English without translating into Japanese, which gave me a little more confidence in my
English ability. In order to further develop my abilities, I want to have a similar experience
again.

I also felt a change in my vision for the future. I have always wanted to study, live, and work
abroad, but I could only vaguely imagine what I wanted to do because I lacked role models
and experience. However, I think [ now have a more concrete image of what I want to do in
the future.

I think that learning about the history of Vienna, a different city in a different country from
Japan, and gaining a deeper understanding of its history was a meaningful experience that
broadened my world.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to both of prof. Mazal and Prof. Yoshida for
preparing such a valueless opportunity and gave me such a wonderful experience, and I

promise to use this experience for my further growth.
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Faculty of Letters, 1t year

Throughout a week I spent in Vienna, I was able to have many wonderful experience that I
could not never have in Japan.

The program started with a mass at St. Stephen's Cathedral, which [ had been always dreamed
of going to. Being able to participate in the ceremony of the foundation of University of
Vienna was a great honor and it was a valuable experience. I had a lecture on art in Vienna
and actually went to the museum to see it and this gave me a deeper understanding of the
paintings and the artists. For example, I did not know much about Klimt before, but I enjoyed
taking lectures and seeing his paintings and it deepened my knowledge. Another memorable
experience was the visit to the Austrian Parliament. Compared to the Japanese Diet, it has a
more modern atmosphere, and I was surprised at how different it is from country to country.
Besides the lectures, the visit to Schonbrunn Palace, the opera, the musical, and the trips to
another city were very impressive and became precious memories that I will never forget.
Through this program, I deepened not only my understanding of Vienna's history, labor,
social law and art, but I was also able to make friends and although it was my first time visiting
Europe, I gained the ability to plan and travel on my own. I believe that these experience will
surely help me in the future.

Thank you very much for organizing this program and giving me such amazing experience.
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Faculty of Law, 4% year

Although I was absent from the first half with a cold, I studied a lot through the
seminar “Vienna 1880-1938 - Glory and Tragedy”. All contents of the seminar were so
informative and beneficial that it was a priceless experience for me. From this seminar, [
learned the importance to focus on connections between various activities and social
situations at that time, especially from following lectures and guided tours.

Firstly, the lecture about Austrian labor law and social security law was very
interesting for me. According to the lecture, Austro-Hungarian Empire enacted various
legislations in order to react to social circumstances at that time (e.g. In order to preserve
military power [the most important under Empirenism], the Empire imported Bismarck
legislation from Germany). There was a strong relationship between social situations and
legislation by the Parliament. The detailed explanation of the law and social circumstances
developed my comprehension of a legal system: it is not an autonomous regime (as proposed
by Hans Kelsen) but dependent upon other social factors. Here, it reminds me of Eugen
Ehrlich, who argued that legal systems possessed “living law” as their essential part. (By the
way, both Kelsen and Ehrlich studied law at Vienna University!)

Moreover, I was interested in the theoretical part of the lecture. In my University, I
learned that developed countries in the early 20th century (especially the United States) had
adopted “individual approach (Liberalism)”, under the large influence of Harvard Spencer.
However, according to the detailed lecture about Austrian labor law and social security law,
Austro-Hungarian Empire considerably took care of laborers by laws, such as Bismarck
legislation. I learned from this lecture that it was important not to satisfy with superficial
knowledge, but to investigate an actual situation profoundly.

Secondly, I learned the close connection between arts and social circumstances from
the lecture on paintings. The most interesting was one of the post-WWII painting trends in
Austria, i.e. Abstraction. Under the Nazi monarchy, abstract and avant-garde paintings were
strictly prohibited, and only traditional ones were allowed. The Abstraction, therefore, had a
message to protest against Nazis (and Stalinism in the USSR). In spite of the weirdness and
vagueness of Abstraction paintings, they have definite messages from painters. [ learned from

this lecture that arts had a close connection with the social and political situations at that time.
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My impressions of the program

Faculty of Law, 4% year

This is my first trip to Europe, thus everything I see was new and impressive to me.
Especially, [ was looking forward to visiting museums, because I'm interested in Gustav Klimt

above all.

The first masterpiece of Klimt I saw in the Belvedere palace was Boldnis Fritza Riedler. I
was caught my eyes by the pattern behind the woman’s head. At first, I couldn’t figure out
what that was, but the curator told me that it could be interpreted as a window. Interestingly,
Klimt draws three-dimensional objects in the planar form in many of his works. Although I
like realistic works that use perspective, Klimt's combination of realistic depictions of human

faces and flat backgrounds has the power to draw a gaze.

In the Belvedere palace, [ was also impressed by the garden. There, the trees were carefully
trimmed, making up artistic shapes so that they could be viewed from the windows of the
palace. The garden of the Belvedere palace and typical Japanese gardens have the same feature.
It is the borrowed scenery, in Japanese, Shakker. It was amazing that the city of Vienna can be
seen behind the garden of the Belvedere palace, and the townscape seemed to be part of the
garden as if the garden would go on forever. Japanese gardens such as Tenryu-ji Temple, and
Kinkaku-ji Temple also have borrowed scenery. I had learned that there are many differences

between Western and Japanese gardens, but I discovered unexpected similarities.

This program taught me a lot about art, music, history, and society. As our ancestors have
cultivated culture and developed society overcoming many difficulties, I want to think about

people all over the world, not just myself, and strive for a better society.
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Vienna 1880-1930 Glory&Tragedy

Faculty of Law, 4™ year

This seminar gave me a lot of knowledge, impression. When I was a high school student,
I studied global history as a just subject which is necessary to pass the entrance exams for
the University. So [ have learned the history about Austrian Empire and the collapse of it.
However the subject mainly focused on the political history. Then I was not familiar with the
history of society and art.

The period I learned in this seminar can be decided into three main time; First, the last
time of imperial period. Second, the WWI and after the war. Third, the era of fascism.

During the imperial period, Austria was a very large country. There was an aristocracy,
thus music and other activities were prepared for the nobility, and “Staatsoper”and
“Musikverein” were built. What was interesting, however, was that during the imperial
period, the water supply system was established. Moreover, it was done by the mayor of
Vienna. Municipalism was in place from this time on. The empire collapsed after World War
I. Even after the empire collapsed, the authority of the mayor did not change much from the
imperial period. After World War I, Austria suffered from poverty due to the economic
crisis. Public housing was built for the poor during this period. Electricity and public health
education were also provided. Vienna during this period was called "Red Vienna" and social
security policies were actively implemented.

After learning about this in lecture on the first day, the museum for Social and Economic
affairs gave me an idea of what it was like at the time. The tour was a great opportunity to
learn about the situation in Austria outside of Vienna as well as in the city of Vienna. Also, I
voluntarily went the public housing in Heiligenstadt. This seminar is very wonderful because
I can see the authentic thing which I learned in the lecture.

I got really interested in the relationships between the social situation, such as political
economical changes, and the art, such as drawing, sculpture, music. Thanks to this seminar I
can easily understand not only the history but also art. [ have been wondering why the
modern art is appreciated. I first saw one of the modern arts, I couldn’t help seeing as a just
splash of paint. Also I feel I can draw these art. But now, I know this was a way of expression
for artists.

When I learned history in high school, the history is separated into such as political
history, economic history, art history. But history is deeply related to the daily life of human
beings. The Art or music reflect the daily life of people from the rich to the ordinary. I

realized this by taking this seminar.
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I really thank prof. Mazal and prof. Yoshida. [ appreciate it to prepare such a grate

opportunity and to facilitate the lecture and tour.
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The report on “Vienna 1880 — 1930” in Vienna with the University of Vienna

Faculty of Law, 3" year

The seminar on “Vienna 1880 — 1930” in Vienna with the University of Vienna brought me imp
ortant learnings and it was a delightful experience. In particular, I'd like to reflect on three of the

m :learning from diverse points of view, about cultures in Vienna and about nationalities

Firstly, in virtue of the preparation that our teachers had made, the lectures and guidancewepar
ticipated in were genuinely detailed and took me to fields of learning I had never had before with
new facts and diverse points of view. The seminar consisted of attending on unique lectures tailor
ed for this seminar and visiting museums and facilitiesabout Vienna's law, history, culture and so
on. Students from Vienna University supported us throughout the seminar and I learned many thi
ngs from them too. We also had the chance to go sightseeing in the afternoon, and thanks to frien
ds' support, I learned various ways of enjoying travel, such as going to the opera, musical concerts,

taking a walk and going to the cafe.

Secondly, it was a great opportunity to learn about Vienna. Byy spending time with students an
d teachers from Vienna University and visiting places as a groupin , [ was able to see an importan
t part of what lifepeople in Vienna is like. For example, every time you walk around the town to ge
t to the faculty or supermarket, you would have the chance to see how communications are made,
how people walk and what expressionsthey have . It was very influential for me and motivated me

strongly to see people..

Thirdly, the seminar made me think about what nationalities are. For some people, it could see
m unrelative to everyday life when you are in your home country. For some people, it is something
that has been thoroughly thought about. The gap is something that catches my attention for vario
us reasons. | believe the struggles you may experience in time spent in these opportunities may es

pecially show you a new point of view on them both in their possibilities and challenges.

The three mentioned above were especially important learnings for me, and the seminar had m
ore. All of them are something that has been brought to me because of this seminar, and I will con
tinue to keep learning on them so that I understand better and so that I nature ideas, both to resol

ve the concerns [ am happy to keep facing.
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Reflection of the program

Faculty of Law, 3 year

One of the most impressive things I learned through this time was the effects of World
War I. It was very interesting to me that we could see the remains of atmosphere of the war,
such as paintings, music and developments of social security systems. I did not know much
about Klimt and Schiele until I came to Vienna, but their unique paintings had strong
messages of what our life is, especially during a war period. Speaking of a “war”, many
Japanese people firstly come up with the image of World War II, however, it is different in
Western Europe especially. After I visited the Arsenal Museum on Monday afternoon, I
thought that human beings had repeated similar mistakes and choices in different ways. While
living in Japan or staying in Vienna, it seems that wars or conflicts are very far things from me,
but I thought that our peaceful daily lives are not a thing which had been given from the
beginning. I felt today’s world had been built like accumulating very thin paper in a long
period. I was able to get a new perspective of looking at history through this opportunity. I
also remember the stairs which leads to underground rooms in the building near Schtephants
Cathedral and new buildings among the historical architecture. It tells me about the difficult
period which Austrians had to gone through in the past.

One of my favorite books is “Les Misérables”, so when [ learned the lifestyle of Viennese
of inter-war-period at the Austrian social and economic museum on Wednesday, I thought
that the hard situation was common in many of the world. Although Vienna is known for its
beautiful and fine culture, I was a little shocked when I heard that the image of a capital of
music had come from a kind of propaganda. I saw and felt both dark and bright side of Vienna
through my stay and attending this program.

I was very glad to visit Vienna, learn many new things, see a lot of beautiful scenes and
eat delicious cakes almost every day. However, at the same time, there are people who are
suffering from poverty, fear, hunger and war. From the bottom of my heart, I think I have
responsibility to make this world better and protect it. [ would like to contribute to a peaceful
world where we do not have to use our brain in order to invent new weapons or make strategies
to defeat and lead to kill thousands of people like World War and what happens in Ukraine

now. Thank you very much.
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Faculty of Economics, 1% year

What I learned from this seminar

After I attended this seminar, I feel that my understanding of Europe has deepened
in many ways through this course. I have never been to Europe; this program was my first trip.
This program has deepened my understanding of the city of Vienna through the theme of
Vienna and the Habsburgs Empire, and at the same time, [ have gained a better understanding
of Europe, both vertically and horizontally like textiles. In the classes I have taken in Japan so
far, Europe has always been discussed from a Japanese perspective, and [ have gained
knowledge from an external perspective. In this seminar, [ was able to deepen my knowledge
by learning about European history from the center of Austria (the Habsburg Empire) like
the history is my own native country.

In particular, Professor Mazal's lecture gave us a very clear insight into the origins
of labor law since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, and the Museum for social and
economic affair gave us a deeper understanding of what life was like for the working class and
the wealthy 10% of the population in Vienna at that time. Concerning the evolution from
Industry 1.0 to Industry 5.0, Professor Mazal said like "I teach you about the past, it's up to
you to know and change the future", which I still remember today and will keep in mind in the
future. In other classes, such as the art class and the music class, I felt that changes in social
circumstances had a lot to do with the promotion of opera and art in the post-war after Austria
gained freedom from other countries, and I understood why we learned about themes which
are from many perspectives in this program. I love this program of wonderful lectures and
explanations at the many museums that contain a lot of invaluable historical collections.

The seminar also gave students a lot of freedom to explore their own interests. [ am
interested in urban structures, so [ walked around the city centre and suburbs of Vienna, and
after the seminar, I traveled to Amsterdam to walk around the city. There, I was able to feel
the city's atmosphere, which derives from a planned concentric urban structure that is
completely different from that of Japan. Together with the knowledge I had gathered before
the seminar, [ was able to deepen my understanding of the geographic aspect of the city.

Overall, the experience of learning practical German in the German language course
and learning about the history of Vienna and the Habsburg Empire, as well as European

history, thoughts, and culture, was invaluable. I really appreciate for providing this experience.
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Faculty of Engineering, 2" year

Before I participate in this seminar, I completely don't know about the Austrian history.
However, through each class I could get to know not only Austrian history in detail but also
its background. At first, I felt difficulty catching up with the lecture, but every lecture covered
from basic to detail of history about Austria. This helped me to understand what I couldn't
understand in other lectures. All professors gave us wonderful lectures, they prepare a lot for
us as [ felt. I'm very thankful to them.

The other most important factor that I can easily understand the content of seminar was
that through this seminar we could learn things by lecture and seeing real thing. Even when I
misunderstand things due to my lack of English comprehension, I had the other chance to
learning the same things in a different form that is we can also learn in museums and tours.
This feature was very much helpful for me. Thank you so much.

What impressed me most was the picture painted by Gustav Klimt. At first look of his
picture, I couldn’t found his pictures’ specialty, because it looked plain and vague outlined
picture. However, through a lecture and explanation of museum staff, I could understand the
specialty. When [ was an elementary school student, I often went to the museum accompanied
by parents. I felt boring in such situation as I don’t know how to see picture and for me it was
very tiresome to walk around in museum. Since then, going to museum to see pictures is one
of the most disgusting things for me. However, I had a chance to take specialist’s lecture before
watching the real and when appreciating picture, detailed explanation was available. This led
me to understand how to appreciate pictures. This is the very first time for me to realize that
how enjoyable to appreciate picture in museum is! Finally, I could really understand Klimt’s
specialty. This mind change will be my great legacy of this seminar forever!

Lastly, I thank every professor, student and guide who gave us wonderful lectures
regarding this wonderful seminar. I wish everyone’s luck. I’'m very very happy to be a

participant of this seminar.
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Participant report

Faculty of Engineering, 3" year

It was my first time to visit Vienna. I went to lots of sightseeing spots including museums,
concert halls, churches, and university buildings. There are two points about Vienna which

fascinated me the most.

First of all, I was attracted by the variety of artworks which decorated the buildings. In other
words, every artwork in buildings gave me strong messages. For example, in churches, religious
paintings on the wall or the stained glasses gave me a sacred sense. It was as if [ was standing in the
world of the Bible. I think that even a person who cannot read the Bible could understand the
message if he once entered the church. Another example of artwork could be the paintings at the
ceremony hall of the University of Vienna. There were 4 paintings of Gustav Klimt on the ceiling
which expresses the first 4 faculties in the university. In my opinion, those pieces are not only
interiors to express the history of university, but it also makes us think about what students and
researchers can do or should do for the society. The last example is the statue of eagle at the
Austrian Parliament. It expresses the Austrian history of overcoming Nazi. When we look at the iron
statue in the parliament, it recalls us of the importance of democracy from the historical point of
view. In short, those artworks were very attractive because they gave me the impressions which I

cannot gain only by the existence of building itself.

Second, I was attracted by the waltz party and concerts in Vienna. In the first place, I
expected that only young people would come to the party because I thought it was a kind of
matchmaking party in Japan. However, there are many elder couples in the ball. Everyone in the ball
seemed to enjoy speaking each other, drinking wines, and dancing with other couples. The main
purpose of the ball was not to find partners, but to enjoy conversation with other people. I felt the
same thing for the concert at Musikverein. People in the concert were very eager to enjoy drinking
and chatting, in addition to the music itself. In contrast, you usually don’t drink wines or beers at
concerts in Japan. Both the concerts and the balls are the means of communication in Austria. In my

opinion it’s a good method for forming a peaceful society.
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Graduate School of Engineering, 1 year

In this program we learned about the history of Vienna (also Austria), the changes in law
and the formation of culture such as music and art, including following the establishment of
the University of Vienna in its history. First of all, I found it is particularly good that this
program using the mix of lessons and museum visits. I often felt a sense of "unreal
authenticity" when walking through the museum after studying relative knowledge. All the
objects in museum proved that the history I studied really existed, and it intrigued me
greatly. Although my major is science, I still hope to learn more about the history of Vienna,

art and music history through books after this program.

Secondly, I feel the choice to take part in the German course is totally right. I felt that the
process of learning a language in Europe was very different from the one I had in Japan or
my home country. I felt that the focus here was more on listening and speaking than on
reading and writing in Asia. It's hard to say which is the right way to learn because there is a
natural language environment here. However, I did grow up very quickly in this
environment. [ went from having conversations in English on the first day to being able to
understand some simple German and initiate some conversations in German towards the
end of the project. This approach has inspired me to learn the language in such a way. After
returning to university, I would like to continue to learn German in this way that focuses on

listening and speaking.

Finally, I was most impressed by the rich cultural heritage of Vienna and the egalitarian
nature of society. Outside the program I visited the Kunsthistorisches Museum, the Freud
Museum, the Mozart House and many others. The atmosphere of those museums was very
different from Asia. The amount of text in the museums here is very large and people can
really learn a lot, and I often stayed much longer than I expected to. I often met students
taking notes, elderly people in wheelchairs, parents with prams or babies in their arms. [ was
struck by the culture of learning as part of the entertainment when I saw a mother telling her
baby about Klimt's paintings. I also felt at the same time the equality of females, seeing
active women in the workplace during my visit to the United Nations, policewomen in
uniform on the streets, female visa officers at the airport, posters calling for equality in the
underground. When I saw a girl in ball with scars on face but still smiling happily, I was

reminded of the last sentence on a large poster in the Sisi Museum during my visit to the
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Hofburg Palace: “Remember women for who they were, not for what they looked like.”

This experience in Vienna not only deepened my understanding of foreign cultures, but also
provided me with a lot of confidence about growing up, growing up as a female and a new
generation. [ am really deeply grateful to the Kyoto University and University of Vienna for

preparing this program for us.
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Graduate School of Agriculture, 1% year

This was my first time in Vienna, and I had a delightful week. It was indeed a valuable

experience. I sincerely thank Prof. Mazal and Prof. Yoshida for organizing this program.

First, I would like to describe my impressions before and after my visit to Vienna. My image
of Vienna had three keywords: music, art, and historical city. After my visit, that impression
has not changed, but the concept of a historical city has changed a little. This is because the
buildings in Vienna were cleaner and newer looking than I had expected. Before visiting
Vienna, I had seen the historic districts of Strasbourg and Lyon, which, like Vienna, are also
on the World Heritage List. Both cities had old buildings, so I had the same image of Vienna.
However, the buildings in Vienna were cleaner and newer than I had expected. I understand
why the buildings were newer through the lectures. I learned that the main buildings in Vienna
today were mainly built during the Glory Age, about 130 years ago, and the Red Age, about
100 years ago. During the Glory Age, the Opera House and some famous buildings that can
be seen today were built, and during the Red Age, public housing was built. Vienna has a long

history, but that does not mean its buildings and urban structure have remained the same.

On that note, Vienna has received an indication from UNESCO since 2017 that urbanization
is a problem in Vienna. I will now describe Vienna as a World Heritage city. [ am interested
in World Heritage sites (especially natural heritage) and studied a little in Japan and learned
about the concept of world heritage in danger. As the curator of the Belvedere Palace said,
Vienna will have to find a compromise between the city's cultural value and its modernization
(mostly modern buildings). Suppose it can find a compromise and develop without losing its
cultural value. In that case, it will indeed become a model city in the world that successfully
dealt with the urbanization/preservation problem. I recognize that UNESCO's cultural values
here mean that modern buildings will spoil the landscape and views of historical buildings. I
was a little disappointed with the city view when [ was in the central district and the view from
the palace. I thought that without these buildings, the view would be much more beautiful.
From an economic point of view, it would be better to have no skyscrapers as a tourist resource,
but new buildings would increase the number of companies and jobs, and finally good for the
city as a place for people to live.

I think this contradictory relationship is similar to the structure of high tax/high welfare or
low tax/low welfare that Prof. Mazal mentioned in class. While low tax/high welfare is the

ideal, it is difficult to achieve, and one has to choose either side, high tax/high welfare or low
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tax/low welfare. The city cannot stop developing though it has to preserve the landscape.
Which side, urbanization or preservation, do the people living in Vienna consider better? It
will be very interesting to see what and how the future policy will resolve and whether politics

will consider or ignore the citizens' opinions.

I would like to describe what I thought during the program briefly.

» The origin of "holiday" surprised me because I had never thought about the origin of the
holiday. A holiday brings new employment, and I was surprised to learn about this new
concept.

* The Social Economy Museum gave us a glimpse into the lives of ordinary people. 1 was
surprised to learn that even middle- and upper-class people in the past lived a life that was
not so free and affluent in terms of today's life. I could easily imagine that the lower-class lived
in poverty, though I couldn’t imagine that even if they had money to spare, they were far from
free; for example, girls were not allowed to go out alone.

- I was able to learn about the background of the birth of Impressionism. I thought
impressionist paintings were beautiful, but realistic paintings were more attractive. It is true
that photographs convey reality better than realistic paintings, so I could understand the
history that impressionism became popular after realism went out of fashion when photos
were available.

- I thought Vienna became the city of music for the background of the royalty liked music,
but now I know that the music in Vienna developed because the citizens put their energy into
it.

+ Although this is not related to the program, [ learned that the city of Vienna had many plants
with yellow flowers. I have heard that Maria Theresa loved yellow, so I wondered if this fact
had some influence on the plants in the city, too. (And now I learned that yellow flowers are

related to Easter!)

Again, | express my deepest gratitude to Prof. Mazal and Prof. Yoshida for organizing this

program.
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The reflection of a multidisciplinary academic seminar at the University of Vienna

School of Government, 2" year

As awhole, I learned how Viennese people led life from 1880 to 1938 through this seminar.
What particularly impressed me is the difference in living standards among the royal
aristocracy, upper-class people, and other “normal” people. Particularly, [ was very surprised
by the story I listened to at the Museum for Social and Economic Affairs. In that era, 90% of
people lived in one narrow room where they can just barely sleep, while upper-class people
could afford to send their children to go to school and live in luxury rooms. If I had not
attended this seminar, I probably would have visited only “beautiful” places such as
Schonbrunn Palace and would not have known the reality. Of course, I like to see these
beautiful places, but I was lucky to get to know the “light and shadow” sides of Vienna in that

era.

Besides, I realized that music and art were deeply rooted in people’s lives in Vienna. Now
and then, there are so many museums and opera houses. In Fact, | saw many people enjoy
listening to the music of the orchestra and seeing beautiful paintings. According to the lecture
about music in Vienna, the city administration founded Volksoper which shows there was a
growing demand for music. Also, each composer tried to create new music which reflected the
trend. I felt that music makers and citizens have high motivation to get involved in developing
arts. As for art, many artists try to express their feelings and overcome taboos. In the past,
Egon Schiele drew love between religious people, and now Varie Export addresses Feminism.
It is because the Viennese and Austrian people are familiar with the art that they can create

new and bold expressions. And I think that point is one of the major attractions of Vienna.

Lastly, I learned from this seminar that various disciplines such as art, social security, and
history interact with each other. For instance, World War I triggered the collapse of Austrian
monarchies, and which changed the social security system. Also, the rise of Natis restricted
artistic activities like Entartete Kunst. After this seminar, my piece of knowledge in each

discipline got connected, which was so interesting.

Thank you for planning this seminar which gave me a good opportunity to discover new

things and interact with other students from the University of Vienna and Kyoto University!



